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PRINCES RISBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE TOWN COMMITTEE
HELD ON TUESDAY 7th NOVEMBER 2023 AT 7.00PM 
AT THE PRINCES CENTRE, CLIFFORD ROAD, PRINCES RISBOROUGH
PRESENT
Chair S Marshall, Cllrs J Biss, S Coombs, A Frost, A Shipley, A Turner
In attendance 
Susanne Barter- Clerk

Kirsty Pope- Deputy Clerk

Jayne Mylchreest – Administration Officer
Mark Roberts – Estates Manager  
No members of the public   
1. TO RECEIVE AND NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
The Clerk reported that apologies have been received from Cllr Ball who had a work commitment and Cllr Cross who had a prior engagement.
Resolved: To accept the apologies from Cllrs Ball and Cross.
No apologies were received from Cllr Hall.
2. MINUTES 
To agree the minutes of the Town Committee meeting held on the 3rd October 2023 be signed as a true record. 

RESOLVED: To agree the amended minutes of the Town Committee meeting held on the                                                    3rd October 2023 be signed as a true record. 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
Members were asked to declare any pecuniary or non-pecuniary declarations of interest and any relevant dispensations. 
Cllr Turner declared a non-pecuniary interest in Agenda item No 5 (3) as a member of the Princes Risborough Rotary Club. 
4. PUBLIC FORUM 
No members of the public wished to speak.
5. RESPONSES TO CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED AT THE TOWN COMMITTEE
A complaint has been received regarding the weeds in the High Street
A letter has been received from a resident regarding the weeds in the High Street.
All present agreed to reply that the principal authority Buckinghamshire Council (BC) is responsible and would encourage all residents to report the issue to BC via their website using the “Fix my Street” link.
Report problems on roads, streets and pavements | Buckinghamshire Council


JM
An objection has been received regarding a Petanque court
A resident has raised an objection to an application for the Town Council to install a Petanque court in Wades Park.
All present agreed to reply to reassure the resident that a detailed consultation would have to take place before the Town Council could make any decisions.




JM 
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Cllr Turner declared a non-pecuniary interest and took no part in the discussion or vote.
A request to use Wades Park has been received

A local organisation has asked to use Wades Park on Sunday the 7th July 2024 for an organised walk event around Princes Risborough.

All present agreed to agree in principle and to bear in mind other events including the Town Council’s Summer Festival. 

                                    JM
A request for an additional street light in the KGV Park has been received 
A skateboarder has requested an additional street light for the KGV Park to enable skating in the dark.
All present agreed to reply that whilst the Town Council understands the reason for the request there is not sufficient funds in the budget, however, it could be considered in the future. 
                       JM
Emails have been received regarding dogs in Wades Park 

Complaints have been received regarding dogs fouling in the park and dogs off leads. The Town Council has been asked who is responsible for dealing with complaints regarding dogs loose and fouling in the park and if more signage could be provided.
All present agreed to reply that the Town Council will contact the Dog Warden at Buckinghamshire Council and the local Thames Valley Police PCSO’s to ask if they could make extra patrols in the area. Anyone who has experienced a dog trying to bite them is encouraged to report the incident to the police.
JM
A request for floodlights at St Dunstan’s Park has been received.
A request to provide PIR-sensored floodlights for the basketball court at St Dunstan’s Park has been received

All present agreed to reply that the request could not be considered as the basketball court is too close to neighbouring properties that would be affected.



             JM 
6. REPORT FROM MARK ROBERTS ESTATES MANAGER 
Please see the report attached. (Appendix 1)     
                                                                 
7. TOWN MATTERS INCLUDING RISK ASSESSMENT REPORT
a) No high-priority areas are highlighted in the Town Risk Assessment Report
Tree at the Ragpit
A neighbour has safety concerns about a large tree near his boundary fence and requests action be taken to lessen the risk of damage to his property.
A quotation has been received at £ 550 + VAT to pollard the tree.
Cllr Turner proposed to approve the quotation.
Seconded by Cllr Marshall.
Resolved: To approve the quotation at £550 + vat




KP/MR
b) Speedwatch – Cllr Frost reported that the campaign continues with only 2 sessions abandoned recently due to the poor weather conditions.
8. A REPORT ON THE STRATTON MEMORIAL GARDEN INCLUDING A RISK ASSESSMENT REPORT
a) Nothing to report.

b) Non-resident interment fees to be charged in the financial year 2024/2025.                                                          
Cllr Marshall proposed to triple the non- resident's interment fees and round up this figure to the nearest £10 for interments at the Stratton Memorial Garden to be charged in the financial year 2024-2025.
Seconded by Cllr Coombs.
Resolved: To triple the non- resident's interment fee and round up this figure to the nearest £10 for interments at the Stratton Memorial Garden to be charged in the financial year 2024-2025.
9. A REPORT ON THE PARKS, INCLUDING A RISK ASSESSMENT REPORT, AND A DECISION ON ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN.
Wades Park 
There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report.                                                                                  Nothing to report.
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St Dunstan’s Park
There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report.
Nothing to report.
Earle Mitchell Park                                           

There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report.
               

Nothing to report.
King George V Park                                                                                                                 
There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report. 
Nothing to report.
The Crescent Park.  
There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report.

Nothing to report.
Kite Meadows
There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report.
Nothing to report.       
                   
10. A REPORT ON THE THURSDAY MARKET 
a) Nothing to report
b) 500 years of the Royal Charter Market
All present agreed to withdraw this agenda item.
11. MEMORIAL BENCH

Cllr Turner proposed to install a memorial bench in the parish in memory of the late Cllr John Coombs.
Seconded by Cllr Biss.

Resolved: To install a memorial bench in the parish in memory of the late Cllr John Coombs in the next financial year to be agreed at the Finance Estimates Committee meeting on the 14th November 2023.
12. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
To be advised.
13. TO PASS A RESOLUTION TO EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC AND PRESS IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 1(2) OF THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 TO DISCUSS AND DECIDE ON THE PREFERRED CONTRACTOR FOR THE DOG WASTE COLLECTION AND PREFERRED SUPPLIER OF A MOWER
Proposed by Cllr Marshall.  Seconded by Cllr Turner. All present agreed.
The Clerk presented 3 quotations for the dog waste collection contractor
1. £ 3.20 per bin

2. £ 2.00 per bin

3. £ 7.50 per bin
Cllr Turner proposed to approve quotation No 2 subject to satisfactory references.
Seconded by Cllr Marshall.
Resolved: To approve quotation No 2 subject to satisfactory references.                            JM
The Clerk presented 3 quotations for the supplier for a mower
1. £ 1,116.67 + vat
2. £ 1,485.00 + vat
3. £ 1,449.17 + vat
Cllr Marshall proposed to approve quotation No 1
Seconded by Cllr Turner
Resolved: To approve quotation No 1






       KP
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14. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The date of the next meeting of the Town Committee will be held on the 5th December 2023 at 7.00 pm and               
will be held at the Princes Centre, Princes Risborough, Buckinghamshire.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8 pm.
Chairman………………………………………
Date ………………………… Page 34/23
Appendix 1   Estate Manager’s report October 2023
 Estate Managers report 7/11/23

Grass cutting is still on-going as it is still growing although it is slowing as the weather cools and the sun grows weaker, Devolved Services, the parks and the Stratton Memorial Garden are being cut on a case-by-case basis as required.                                                                                                                                                       The new signs that were provided for St. Dunstans have been vandalised and thrown in the park/stream.                  Update on the trees in Stopps Orchard and the Ragpit;

· Stopps Orchard – the site has been investigated and it has been decided that no further action is required for now.

· Ragpit – quotation still not received but approx. £550. The recommendation is to remove some of the weight from the tree (roughly 25%) or could be left.as the tree is strong.  

Stratton Memorial Garden Phase 2 – work has now started on clearing the large field so that the contractor can start to plot where the new graves and paths will be going.                                                                                              Request for a new mower quotes provided. 

