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PRINCES RISBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE TOWN COMMITTEE
HELD ON TUESDAY 3RD OCTOBER 2023 AT 7.00PM 
AT THE PRINCES CENTRE, CLIFFORD ROAD, PRINCES RISBOROUGH
PRESENT
Chair S Marshall, Cllrs J Biss, S Coombs, A Cross, A Frost and A Shipley
In attendance 
Susanne Barter- Clerk

Kirsty Pope- Deputy Clerk
Mark Roberts – Estates Manager  
Cate Holloway – Admin Support Officer

No members of the public   
1. TO RECEIVE AND NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
The Clerk reported that apologies have been received from Cllr Ball who had a work commitment and Cllr Turner and Cllr Hall who have a previous commitments.
Resolved: To accept the apologies from Cllrs Ball, Turner & Hall.
2. MINUTES 
To agree the minutes of the Town Committee meeting held on the 5th September 2023 be signed as a true record. 

RESOLVED: To agree the amended minutes of the Town Committee meeting held on the 5th September 2023 be signed as a true record. 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
Members were asked to declare any pecuniary or non-pecuniary declarations of interest and any relevant dispensations. 
None were declared.
4. PUBLIC FORUM 
No members of the public wished to speak.
5. RESPONSES TO CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED AT THE TOWN COMMITTEE
A request has been received to use a street light to install an air quality monitor

A request to use a street light to install an air quality monitor has been received from a local school for their anti-idling campaign supported by Buckinghamshire Council.
Cllr Marshall proposed that the request to install an air quality monitor on a street light should be agreed.  Seconded by Cllr Biss

Resolved: that the request to install an air quality monitor on a street light should be agreed.  
JM
An email has been received from a resident regarding an alternative entrance to a local school
The resident suggests that an alternative entrance to school-bound traffic is sorted out to alleviate the parking and congestion in the residential area.

All present agreed to ask the resident to refer the matter to Buckinghamshire Council as it is outside of the Town Council’s remit.





JM
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6. REPORT FROM MARK ROBERTS ESTATES MANAGER 
Please see the report attached. (Appendix 1)                                                                          
7. TOWN MATTERS INCLUDING RISK ASSESSMENT REPORT
a) No high-priority areas are highlighted in the Town Risk Assessment Report
Nothing to report.
b) Speedwatch – Cllr Frost reported that an additional member of the team had been recruited and that sessions were continuing.
8. A REPORT ON THE STRATTON MEMORIAL GARDEN INCLUDING A RISK ASSESSMENT REPORT
Nothing to report.
9. A REPORT ON THE PARKS, INCLUDING A RISK ASSESSMENT REPORT, AND A DECISION ON ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN.
The Deputy Clerk reported that the Annual Risk Assessment Report has been received with a number of issues identified to be addressed.





KP

Wades Park 
There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report.                                                                                  Nothing to report. 
St Dunstan’s Park
There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report.
Earle Mitchell Park                                           

There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report.
               

Nothing to report.
King George V Park                                                                                                                 
There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report. 
Nothing to report.
The Crescent Park.  
There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report.

Nothing to report.
Kite Meadows
There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report.
Nothing to report.       
                   
10. A REPORT ON THE THURSDAY MARKET 
a) Nothing to report
b) 500 years of the Royal Charter Market
This item has been deferred to the next meeting.
11. MEMORIAL BENCH

This item has been deferred to the next meeting.
12. ESTIMATE PROJECTS 2024/2025

Committee members considered detailed income and expenditure budget proposals for the next financial year to be referred to the Finance Estimates meeting of the Town Council.
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13. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
1) 500 years of the Royal Charter Market
2) Memorial Bench
3) SMG – consider a separate charging structure for non-residents based on market rates
14. TO PASS A RESOLUTION TO EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC AND PRESS IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 1(2) OF THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 TO DISCUSS AND DECIDE ON THE PREFERRED CONTRACTOR FOR THE WINTER PLANTING

Proposed by Cllr Marshall, Seconded by Cllr Cross.   All present agreed.

The Deputy Clerk presented 1 quotation for the winter planting as 2 other contractors did not respond.
1.£ 4,499.00
Cllr Marshall proposed to approve quotation No 1
Seconded by Cllr Frost
Resolved: To approve quotation 1







KP

15. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The date of the next meeting of the Town Committee will be held on the 7th November 2023 at 7.00 pm and               
will be held at the Princes Centre, Princes Risborough, Buckinghamshire.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.35 pm.
Chairman………………………………………
Date ………………………… Page 30/23
Appendix 1   Estate manager’s report September 2023
.

· Grass cutting is still on-going as it is still growing, devolved services, the parks and memorial ground are being cut on a regular basis as required.

· The equipment is now much better set up and regularly maintained by the maintenance team, this is producing a much better result in terms of finish and hopefully you are seeing this when using the local parks and facilities.

· The team have had some new equipment on trial to further extend our knowledge of the battery equipment available, the equipment is of a commercial standard and is made by a company called Kress. The early indications are that this is very good stuff and maybe recommended for use in the future, however it would require a large investment initially as we would need to ensure that we have enough batteries etc. to make the transition work. This will be reviewed next year following more trials and the Town Committee will be kept up to date.

· Winter schedule work is due to start in the coming weeks as soon as the grass growth slows, this will include the following jobs;

· Moving the bin store at Wades Park

· Installing the bench for Eunice Clifford at the KGV

· Park maintenance following the inspection report from ARD Playgrounds

· Tree maintenance in our parks and grounds following the report from Bucks Council

· Any questions?

