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PRINCES RISBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE TOWN COMMITTEE
HELD ON TUESDAY 5TH SEPTEMBER 2023 AT 7.00PM 
AT THE PRINCES CENTRE, CLIFFORD ROAD, PRINCES RISBOROUGH
PRESENT
Chair S Marshall, Cllrs S Coombs, A Cross, A Frost, A Shipley
In attendance 
Kirsty Pope- Deputy Clerk
Jayne Mylchreest – Administration Officer

Mark Roberts – Estates Manager                                                                                                                                       2 members of the public   
1. ELECTION OF CHAIR                                                                                                                                             Cllr Coombs proposed Cllr Marshall as Chair of the Town Committee.                                                                                       Seconded by Cllr Frost                                                                                                                                                                      Resolved: Cllr Marshall as Chair of the Town Committee.
2. TO RECEIVE AND NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
The Clerk reported that apologies have been received from Cllr Ball who had a work commitment and Cllrs Biss Turner and Hall who had previous commitments.
Resolved: To accept the apologies from Cllrs Ball, Biss, Turner and Hall.
3. MINUTES 
To agree the minutes of the Town Committee meeting held on the 4th July 2023 be signed as a true record. 

RESOLVED: To agree the amended minutes of the Town Committee meeting held on the 4th July 2023 be signed as a true record. 

4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
Members were asked to declare any pecuniary or non-pecuniary declarations of interest and any relevant dispensations. 
None were declared.
5. PUBLIC FORUM 
No members of the public wished to speak.
6. ELCTION OF VICE CHAIR
Cllr Marshall proposed Cllr Cross as Vice Chair of the Town Committee.                                                                                       Seconded by Cllr Shipley                                                                                                                                                                   Resolved: Cllr Cross as Vice Chair of the Town Committee.
7. RESPONSES TO CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED AT THE TOWN COMMITTEE
A request for a free Thursday Market stall has been received
An organisation has requested a free stall at the Thursday Market to collect charitable donations from the public.
All present agreed for Cllrs Coombs and Cross to investigate a change in policy regarding free stalls for charities for recommendation to the Town Council.



SC/AC
The office is requested to advise the charity.

                           JM
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A request has been received regarding croquet at Wades Park

A resident would like to start a U3A Croquet Group and use Wades Park.

All present agreed for the office to request a detailed proposal to include dates, times, area required and if they are to charge the participants. Also, to advise that the Town Council Maintenance schedule and other pre-arranged activities would take precedence and a Risk Assessment and Public Liability Insurance would be required. A £5 fee per session would be charged if the group charges their members.

JM
A request has been received regarding a memorial bench at the Stratton Memorial Garden

A request to donate a memorial bench at the Stratton Memorial Garden has been received.
All present agreed to approve the request.




JM
A request to use Duke St Gardens for parking has been received

A local establishment has requested to use Duke St Gardens to enable the parking of motorbikes for an event from approx. 6-8pm on a Wednesday.

All present agreed for Cllr Cross to visit the establishment to obtain further details to enable the members to make an informed decision.


                            AC
An email has been received regarding a path at Wades Park

A resident has concerns regarding the condition of a path by the brook at Wades Park and asks that the Town Council investigate.

All present agreed for the office to obtain costings for the Estimates meeting in October for consideration in next year’s budget.



            KP/MR
An email has been received regarding latches on the play area gates
A resident requested that the Town Council install latches on the play area gates at Wades Park.
All present agreed to approve the request.




KP
The office is requested to advise the resident.




JM
An Equipment Loan request has been received
A local organisation has requested to borrow 20 gazebos with accessories, as many chairs as possible and the water bowser for an event from the 13th September 2023 to the 18th September 2023.
All present agreed to approve the request.




KP
An email has been received regarding the Thursday Market
A resident has complained that a stallholder is setting up at 5am and is very loud and using unacceptable language.

All present agreed for Cllrs Cross and Marshall to visit the market and speak to the trader.        AC/SM
The office is requested to advise the resident.




JM
An email has been received regarding the KGV Park

A circus family would like to use the KGV park for 7 days in October 2023.
All present agreed to decline the request.


                          JM
8. REPORT FROM MARK ROBERTS ESTATES MANAGER 
Please see the report attached. (Appendix 1)                                                                            
9. TOWN MATTERS INCLUDING RISK ASSESSMENT REPORT
a) No high-priority areas are highlighted in the Town Risk Assessment Report
Nothing to report.
b) Speedwatch
Cllr Frost reported that the initiative has celebrated its first anniversary with at least 2 sessions per week but more volunteers are still sought. 
10. A REPORT ON THE STRATTON MEMORIAL GARDEN INCLUDING A RISK ASSESSMENT REPORT
a) Nothing to report.
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b) Terms and conditions and fees for scattering of ashes
All present agreed to defer to the Stratton Memorial Garden Phase 2 Task & Finish Group to create the terms, conditions and fees for recommendation to the Town Council. 



JM
c) CCTV
All present agreed for the office to contact the existing provider for quotations to cover the Statton Memorial Garden.



KP
11. A REPORT ON THE PARKS, INCLUDING A RISK ASSESSMENT REPORT, AND A DECISION ON ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN.
Wades Park 
There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report.                                                                                  Nothing to report. 
St Dunstan’s Park
There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report.
Earle Mitchell Park                                           

There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report.
               

Nothing to report.
King George V Park                                                                                                                 
There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report. 
Nothing to report.
The Crescent Park.  
There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report.

Nothing to report.
Kite Meadows
There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report.
Nothing to report.       
                   
12. A REPORT ON THE THURSDAY MARKET 
a) Cllrs Marshall and Cross advised that they had carried out an exercise to measure out the pitch areas and a new map is being developed.
Cllr Cross to share the map with the other members and officers when available.            

AC
Cllrs Cross and Marshall updated the members that they are to visit other markets in the area for research purposes to investigate the idea of a co-operative administering the Thursday Market.
b) Feeback from the Thursday Market survey
Cllr Marshall updated the members that the market is generally working well with mainly food stalls. A more diverse range of stalls would improve the market.
c) 500 years of the Royal Charter Market
All present agreed to defer this item to the next agenda as Cllr Turner did not attend the meeting.    JM
13. COMMITTEE BUDGET

The committee members had received detailed income and expenditure reports to date which were circulated to the members in advance of the meeting.
Noted by the members.
14. SKATE PARK
All present agreed to defer this item to a future agenda as Cllr Marshall updated the members that no further progress has been made.




SM




Page 26/23
15. PETANGUE TERRAIN
All present agreed for the office to contact the group to obtain a more detailed proposal to include funding, usage, area required and to advise that a public consultation would have to be carried out.
KP


16. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
To consider projects that will need to be costed in preparation for the October meeting’s preparation for the 2024/25 budget.
To discuss and decide on whether to celebrate the 500-year anniversary of the Thursday charter market (Cllr Turner) 
17. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The date of the next meeting of the Town Committee will be held on the 3rd October 2023 at 7.00 pm and               
will be held at the Princes Centre, Princes Risborough, Buckinghamshire.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.21 pm.
Chairman………………………………………
Date ………………………… Page 27/23
Appendix 1   Estate manager’s report 5/09/23
Grass cutting report – 

· King George V Park– 5/07, 25/07, 10/08 and 30/08

· Wades Park – 19/07, 1/08 and 21/08, playground 19/07, 1/08 and 18/08

· Earl Mitchell Park – 19/07, 4/08 and 24/08

· St. Dunstan’s Park – 20/07, 3/08, 16/08 and 1/09, playground 20/07, 3/08 and 15/08

· The Crescent Park – 14/07, 3/08 and 23/08

· Stratton Memorial Garden – 11/07, 2/08 and 23/08 these dates are when we completed the whole garden, some areas are done more frequently depending on grass growth.

· Town mow – 26/07 and 17/08

· Longwick playing field – 10/07, 24/07, 14/08 and 30/08

· Lacey Green playground and Garden of Rest – 7/07, 28/07 and 14/08

· Princess Risborough Devolved Services – 18/07 and 10/08, Kite Meadows 21/07, 11/08 and 29/08

· Longwick and Ilmer Green Devolved Services– 27/07, 15/08 and 31/08

· Lacey Green and Speen Devolved Services – 6/07, 31/07 and 21/08

· Bradenham Devolved Services– 26/07 and 21/08

· Bledlow cum Saunderton Devolved Services – 20/07 and 16/08

Additional work – 

· Cutting and clearing trees

· Playground maintenance, responding to areas of equipment highlighted in risk assessments. Park maintenance trying to get the equipment set up to cut evenly.

· Stratton Memorial Garden beds have been started and the work will continue into the winter, along with the graves that need dropping. Looking a lot better already.

· Equipment maintenance is being done more regularly and this will help improve confidence with the equipment and make sure it is cutting properly. Also ensures the kit is lasting as it should help to reduce expense throughout the year.

· Bench installed on the Wycombe Road.

· Site clearance at the Wades Park compound.

Estimates 2024/2025 – 

· Ride-on mower (Kubota) – each one supplied with specification for use on the road i.e., lights and beacons, three quotations received from three different manufacturers

· Fence at Wades compound – awaiting quotation
· Push mowers x2 -

· Brush cutters x2 

· Leaf vac (Billy Goat).

· New vehicle leases for Ranger and Transit, leasing company to be spoken to in order to get quotations
· Dovecot roof 

New tractor trailer has been purchased and delivered ready for the coming autumn and winter work.

Research into battery equipment.

