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PRINCES RISBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE TOWN COMMITTEE
HELD ON TUESDAY 4th JULY 2023 AT 7.00PM 
AT THE PRINCES CENTRE, CLIFFORD ROAD, PRINCES RISBOROUGH
PRESENT
Chair S Marshall, Cllrs J Biss, C Campbell, S Coombs, A Cross, A Frost, G Hall, A Turner
In attendance
Susanne Barter- Clerk
Kirsty Pope- Deputy Clerk
Jayne Mylchreest – Administration Officer

Mark Roberts – Estates Manager

No members of the public    
1. TO RECEIVE AND NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
The Clerk reported that apologies have been received from Cllr Ball who had a work commitment and Cllr Shipley who was on holiday.
Resolved: To accept the apologies from Cllrs Ball and Shipley.
2. MINUTES 
To agree the minutes of the Town Committee meeting held on the 6th June 2023 be signed as a true record. 

RESOLVED: To agree the amended minutes of the Town Committee meeting held on the 6th June 2023 be signed as a true record. 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
Members were asked to declare any pecuniary or non-pecuniary declarations of interest and any relevant dispensations. 
Cllr Biss declared a non-pecuniary interest in Agenda item No 5.1 as a resident.
4. PUBLIC FORUM 
No members of the public were present.
5. RESPONSES TO CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED AT THE TOWN COMMITTEE
Cllr Biss declared a non-pecuniary interest and took no part in the discussion or vote.

An email has been received regarding the ownership and maintenance of a grass verge at Windmill Hill
A resident has complained that the grass verge at Windmill Hill has not been cut. Buckinghamshire Council (BC)has confirmed that they own the land and request that the Town Council maintain the land in future under the Devolved Services Agreement at £10.40 per annum.
All present agreed to reply to BC that the Town Council rejects the payment of £10.40 per annum and advise that they need to confirm the exact boundary to enable the correct costs to be calculated.

SB
An email has been received regarding the flowerbeds and weeds in the High St
A complaint has been received regarding the state of the flower beds, baskets, bunting and weeds in the High St.
All present agreed to reply that the flower beds and plants in the town have been rectified. The planters have been reported to Buckinghamshire Council (BC) who are responsible. 
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BC are also responsible for the weeds in the High St.; however, Town Councillors recently volunteered to do some weeding there. The Town Council is to contact a local organisation to ask if they would like to organise a weeding regime together with the retailers to encourage them to deal with the weeds outside their own premises. The bunting will be replaced next year.




JM/KP
All present agreed for Cllr Campbell to approach Risborough Environmental Group to ask if they would organise a weeding session/s in the High St.




CC
An email has been received regarding dogs in the Stratton Memorial Garden
A complaint has been received regarding dogs being exercised in the gardens and another complaint regarding parking by another visitor.
All present agreed to reply that the members have noted the comments and sympathise but to contact the police if necessary.




JM
An email has been received regarding the Stratton Memorial Garden
A complaint has been received regarding the weeds in the borders and the paths in the gardens.
All present agreed to reply that the Town Council is aware of the situation and is addressing the issues as a new member of staff has recently been appointed.




JM
An Equipment Loan Agreement application has been received
A local school would like to borrow 10 gazebos and accessories from the 18th-19th July 2023.

All present agreed to approve the request.




KP
An email has been received regarding dogs

A complaint has been received regarding aggressive dogs off leads in the parks.

All present agreed to reply that the comments have been noted and sympathises and any issues should be reported to the police. Cllr Frost proposed to contact The Police and Crime Commissioner to advise and ask advice. Seconded by Cllr Campbell. All present agreed.




JM
An email has been received regarding a memorial bench

A memorial bench was donated to the Town Council in May 2021 to be installed on the Wycombe Road. Cllr Hall proposed the location and it was agreed for Cllr Hall to seek permission from Buckinghamshire Council (BC) to place the bench on their land. Cllr Hall advised in January 2023 that BC would not engage with him.
All present agreed to offer a location near the Old British School on the Wycombe Road.

JM
The Estates Manager is requested to investigate the location.




MR
An email has been received regarding a gazebo at St Dunstan’s Park 
A request to put up a pop-up gazebo for a children’s party in the park has been received on the 16th July 2023.
All present agreed.



             JM
6. REPORT FROM MARK ROBERTS ESTATES MANAGER 
Please see the report attached. (Appendix 1)
                                                                            
7. TOWN MATTERS INCLUDING RISK ASSESSMENT REPORT
a) No high-priority areas are highlighted in the Town Risk Assessment Report
Nothing to report.
b) Speedwatch
Cllr Frost reported that sessions are scheduled in July and September and more volunteers are still required. 
                  



8. A REPORT ON THE STRATTON MEMORIAL GARDEN INCLUDING A RISK ASSESSMENT REPORT
Nothing to report.
9. A REPORT ON THE PARKS, INCLUDING A RISK ASSESSMENT REPORT, AND A DECISION ON ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN.
Wades Park 
There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report.                                                                                  Nothing to report. 
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St Dunstan’s Park
There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report.
Cllr Turner updated the members that the mature tree that needs attention reported at the last meeting is in a private garden. The Maintenance Team is requested to make a site visit to confirm and take a photo to enable the office to send a letter to the occupier of the property to request that they arrange for the tree to be attended.



MR/JM
Earle Mitchell Park                                           

There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report.
               

Nothing to report.
King George V Park                                                                                                                 
There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report. 
Nothing to report.
The Crescent Park.  
There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report.

Nothing to report.
Kite Meadows
There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report.
Nothing to report.   
                                       
10. A REPORT ON THE THURSDAY MARKET 
a) An email has been received regarding a trader being refused a pitch 
A trader was refused a pitch as the terms and conditions regarding payment had been breached.
The trader complains that he has been treated unfairly and that there is not a market manager present on market days.

All present agreed to reply that market traders cannot be given special preferences regarding the allocation of pitches and payment and that Councillors will attend the Thursday Market to help with the set up and monitoring of the market.
Cllrs Cross, Turner, Campbell and Biss agreed to attend the market in pairs on a rota basis.   


              AC/AT/CC/JB
Resolved: To reply to the market trader that market traders cannot be given special preferences regarding the allocation of pitches and payment and that Councillors will attend the Thursday Market to help with the set up and monitoring of the market.

SB
Cllr Marshall proposed to reduce the fee of a trader from a pitch and a half to 1 pitch as his vehicle is now smaller than originally used with effect from the 1st July 2023.
Seconded by Cllr Turner.
Resolved: To reduce the fee of a trader from a pitch and a half to 1 pitch as his vehicle is now smaller than originally used with effect from the 1st July 2023.



JM
b) Feeback from the Thursday Market survey
Cllrs Marshall and Cross updated the members that the survey had been completed. Cllr Cross will collate the findings and report back to the Town Committee with any recommendations at the next meeting.     AC
11. COMMITTEE BUDGET

The committee members had received detailed income and expenditure reports to date which were circulated to the members in advance of the meeting.
Noted by the members.
12. SKATE PARK
All present agreed to defer this agenda item to the next meeting.
13. TERMS OF REFERENCE

Cllr Marshall proposed to approve the Town Committee Terms of Reference for recommendation to the Town Council.
Seconded by Cllr Frost.
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Resolved: To approve the Town Committee Terms of Reference for recommendation to the Town Council.
       
JM
14. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
To receive a report and any recommendations from the Thursday Market survey (Cllr Cross) 

To discuss and decide on a proposal for a new or upgraded skate park in the KGV Park (Cllr Marshall)













15. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The date of the next meeting of the Town Committee will be held on the 5th September 2023 at 7.00 pm and               
will be held at the Princes Centre, Princes Risborough, Buckinghamshire.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.46 pm.
Chairman………………………………………
Date ………………………… Page 23/23
Appendix 1 Maintenance Team Report of works completed June 2023
MT Work for June 2023

Grass Cutting 

KGV Park

1st & 19th June
Wades
Park
6th, 14th & 23rd June
Earle Mitchell Park
13th, 28th June
St Dunstan’s Park
7th, 14th & 26th June
Crescent Park
7th & 22nd June
Longwick Playing Field
6th & 26th June

Playgrounds/Town Mow
St Dunstan’s 
1st & 26th June
Wades

14th June
Longwick 
6th & 26th June
Lacey Green Garden of Rest
2nd & 16th June
Lacey Green Playground
2nd & 16th June
Town Mow
9th & 28th June
Kite Meadows
27th June 

Devolved Services
Princes Risborough
8th & 22nd June
Longwick
14th June
Lacey Green & Speen
13th June
Bradenham
29th June
Bledlow/Saunderton 1st & 28th June
Ilmer Green
16th & 26th June

Stratton Memorial Garden    15th & 29th June 


