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PRINCES RISBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE TOWN COMMITTEE
HELD ON TUESDAY 6TH JUNE 2023 AT 7.00PM 
AT THE PRINCES CENTRE, CLIFFORD ROAD, PRINCES RISBOROUGH
PRESENT
Chair S Marshall, Cllrs A Ball, J Biss, C Campbell, S Coombs, A Cross, A Frost, A Turner
In attendance
Clerk- Susanne Barter

Jayne Mylchreest – Administration Officer

No members of the public    
1. ELECTION OF CHAIR                                                                                                                                                Cllr Marshall proposed Cllr J Coombs as Chair of the Town Committee.                                                                                   Seconded by Cllr Biss.                                                                                                                                                           Resolved: Cllr J Coombs elected as Chair of the Town Committee.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
2. TO RECEIVE AND NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
The Clerk reported that apologies have been received from Cllr J Coombs who was unwell, Cllr Shipley who had a previous commitment and Cllr Hall who was on holiday.
Resolved: To accept the apologies.
3. MINUTES 
To agree the minutes of the Town Committee meeting held on the 2nd May 2023 be signed as a true record. 

RESOLVED: To agree the amended minutes of the Town Committee meeting held on the 2nd May 2023 be signed as a true record. 

4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
Members were asked to declare any pecuniary or non-pecuniary declarations of interest and any relevant dispensations. None were declared.
5. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN
Cllr Ball proposed Cllr Marshall as Vice Chair of the Town Committee.                                                                                     Seconded by Cllr Turner.                                                                                                                                                            Resolved: Cllr Marshall elected as Vice Chair of the Town Committee                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
6. PUBLIC FORUM 
No members of the public were present.
7. RESPONSES TO CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED AT THE TOWN COMMITTEE
An email has been received from a Saturday trader requesting a refund

The trader requests a refund of the fees paid during lockdown in 2020.
Cllr Turner proposed to refund 50% of the half yearly fee as a gesture of goodwill.
Seconded by Cllr Campbell.

Resolved: To refund 50% of the half yearly fee as a gesture of goodwill.



JM
A comment card from the Annual Town Meeting was completed regarding trees                                                             The resident requests trees to be planted in the verges in Westmead. 
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 All present agreed to reply that the resident contacts Buckinghamshire Council Highways who are currently operating a scheme to plant trees.




JM
An Equipment Loan application has been received

A local school has requested to borrow as many gazebos and weights as possible for an event on the 23rd/24th June 2023.
All present agreed to approve the application.
    



KP
An email has been received regarding a fence at the Stratton Memorial Garden
The resident has concerns regarding the condition of the fence that borders their property and asks that posts are replaced.

All present agreed to reply that the Maintenance Team will investigate and schedule the repairs into their winter schedule after the grass cutting season.
    



 JM/MR
An email has been received regarding a Buckinghamshire Council (BC)event

BC has requested access to Wades Park on the 23rd June 2023 for their event on the 24th June 2023.

All present agreed for Cllr Biss to hold the keys to allow access in and out of the park.                                                                    It is to be stressed to BC that anything that is in the park is left at their own risk as the Town Council will not be held responsible for any damage or theft.





TC
An email has been received regarding grass cutting

The resident requests that the Town Council considers its grass maintenance regime for 2024.

Noted.
8. REPORT FROM THE MAINTENANCE TEAM 
Please see the report attached. (Appendix 1)
                                                                            
9. TOWN MATTERS INCLUDING RISK ASSESSMENT REPORT
a) No high-priority areas are highlighted in the Town Risk Assessment Report
Cllr Campbell reported the following: -
Street light outside Lisnahoy House Picts Lane is intermittent.                                  

  
JM
Flowers in boxes and beds near Marks & Spencer need attention. The office is requested to contact the contractor to replace the plants before the summer festival.


                

 KP
b) Speedwatch
Cllr Frost reported that sessions are scheduled in June July and September and more volunteers are needed.
The office is requested to order some more batteries.

                  


KP
10. A REPORT ON THE STRATTON MEMORIAL GARDEN INCLUDING A RISK ASSESSMENT REPORT
It was reported that the Gardens are in need of some attention as soon as possible.        


MR
11. A REPORT ON THE PARKS, INCLUDING A RISK ASSESSMENT REPORT, AND A DECISION ON ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN.
Wades Park 
There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report.
Cllr Biss reported that there is overgrown vegetation in the air conditioning unit at Wades Park.  
             MR
St Dunstan’s Park
There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report.
Cllr Turner reported that there is a mature tree at the Dunsmore end that appears to be dead that requires attention and the culvert in the Mill Lane stream needs clearing.


  


MR
Earle Mitchell Park                                           

There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report.
               

Nothing to report.
King George V Park                                                                                                                 
There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report. 
Nothing to report.
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The Crescent Park.  
There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report.

Nothing to report.
Kite Meadows
There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report.
Nothing to report.   
                                       
12. A REPORT ON THE THURSDAY MARKET 
a) Cllr Turner reported that this year marks the 500th anniversary of the current Charter Market.
Cllr Turner proposed to apply to Buckinghamshire Council (BC) to reduce the current parking restrictions on market day to end at 3.30pm throughout the year and to amend the Terms and Conditions of the current Town Council Agreement contract accordingly. The Market would officially close at 2. 30pm.The office is requested to contact BC.
Seconded by Cllr Biss.

Resolved: To apply to Buckinghamshire Council (BC) to reduce the current parking restrictions on market day to 3.30pm throughout the year and to amend the Terms and Conditions of the current Town Council Agreement contract accordingly.

                    

JM
b) Cllr Marshall proposed for Cllr Marshall and Ball to attend the Thursday Market on the 8th June 2023 to run a visitor survey to ask the following questions: -
1.What is your age

2.How did you hear about the market
3.Is this your first visit
4.Do you visit the Farmers Market

5.How did you get to the market

6.Do you stay in the town for other things

7.What do you come for

8.How may we improve, what is missing

9.How does the market compare to others 

Seconded by Cllr Ball. All present agreed.
13. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
To discuss and decide on a proposal for a new or upgraded skate park in the KGV Park (Cllr Marshall)

     To review the Terms of Reference






14. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The date of the next meeting of the Town Committee will be held on the 4th July 2023 at 7.00 pm and               
will be held at the Princes Centre, Princes Risborough, Buckinghamshire.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.03 pm.
Chairman………………………………………
Date ………………………… Page 19/23
Appendix 1 Maintenance Team Report of works completed May 2023
Grass cutting
KGV Park 25th May 
Wades Park 16th May, 31st May play area 17th May

Earl Mitchell Park 23rd May

St Duntan’s Park 16th May, 30th May Play area 17th May

The Crescent Park 23rd May

Stratton Memorial Garden 12th May, 22nd May

Town mow 

Ilmer 

Princes Risborough Devolved Services

Longwick Devolved Services and playing field

Lacey Green Garden of Rest and playing field

Bradenham Devolved Services

Bledlow Devolved Services
