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PRINCES RISBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL

HELD ON TUESDAY 30TH MAY 2023 AT THE PRINCES CENTRE, CLIFFORD ROAD, PRINCES RISBOROUGH
AT 7.00 PM
PRESENT

Cllr A Ball – Chairman
Cllrs J Coombs, S Coombs, C Campbell, A Cross, J Biss, G Hall S Marshall, I Parkinson, J Rampin, A Shipley, A Turner,
Susanne Barter–Clerk to the Town Council
Jayne Mylchreest – Administration Officer
2 members of the public
Cllr Matthew Walsh Buckinghamshire Council
THE TOWN COUNCIL PRAYER

1. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN/TOWN MAYOR
To elect the Chairman/Town Mayor 

Cllr Turner proposed Cllr Ball.
Seconded by Cllr S Coombs.
Cllr Shipley counter proposed Cllr Marshall.
Seconded by Cllr Campbell.
A vote was taken with 5 votes in favour and 6 against. 
A vote was taken on Cllr Turners’ proposal to elect Cllr Ball and the motion was carried with a majority.
Resolved: That Cllr Ball be duly elected Chairman and Town Mayor for the year 2023/2024.
Cllr Ball in the Chair.
2. TO RECEIVE THE CHAIRMAN’S DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE
The Town Chairman signed the Declaration of the Acceptance of Office before the Town Clerk and Proper Officer of the Council.
3. TO RECEIVE AND NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

The Town Clerk reported that apologies had been received Cllr Frost who was on holiday.
Cllr Hall advised that he would have to leave the meeting early as he had another commitment.

Resolved: To accept apologies from Cllr Frost.
4. MINUTES OF MEETING OF FULL COUNCIL HELD ON 25th APRIL 2023 
Resolved: To agree and sign as a correct record the minutes of the Town Council meeting on the 25TH April 2023 
5. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members were asked to declare any pecuniary or non-pecuniary declarations of interest and the nature of that interest which they may have in any of the items under consideration at this meeting.
None were declared,








6. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN/DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR

To elect the Vice Chairman/Deputy Town Mayor

Cllr Turner proposed Cllr Biss.
Seconded by Cllr S Coombs.
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Cllr Marshall counter proposed Cllr Shipley.
Seconded by Cllr Campbell.
A vote was taken with 5 votes in favour and 6 against. 
A vote was taken on Cllr Turners’ proposal to elect Cllr Biss and the motion was carried with a majority. 

Resolved: Cllr Biss be duly elected Deputy Chairman and Deputy Town Mayor for the year 2023/2024.
Cllr Hall left the meeting at 7.06pm.

7. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN OF FINANCE

Cllr Turner proposed Cllr S Coombs. 
Seconded by Cllr Shipley.
A vote was taken. All present agreed

Resolved: Cllr S Coombs be duly elected Chairman of Finance for the year 2023/2024
8. PUBLIC FORUM
No members of the public wished to speak.
9. A REPORT FROM THAMES VALLEY POLICE(TVP)
TVP were unable to attend but sent a brief report regarding a spate of catalytic converter and keyless car thefts. 
10. A REPORT FROM BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCILLORS ON MATTERS CONCERNING PRINCES RISBOROUGH
Cllr Walsh gave an update on
· Road repairs
· North West Chilterns Community Board grants
11. COUNCIL COMMITTEES HELD
Finance Committee 25th April 2023 (draft)
Planning Committee 2nd May 2023 (draft)
Town Committee 2nd May 2023 (draft)
Admin & HR Committee 2nd May 2023 (draft)
Commercial Services Committee 9th May 2023 (draft)
Events/PR Committee 9th May 2023 (draft)
Resolved: The Committee minutes listed above be received and noted.







12. APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES
Resolved: The following Councillors are representatives of the Town Council on the External Bodies listed
NWCCB –It was duly agreed that Cllr Marshall be the representative on this body.                                                            
Youth Club – It was duly agreed that Cllr Frost be the representative on this body 



                         REG - It was duly agreed that Cllr Parkinson be the representative on this body. 

RCAN - It was duly agreed that Cllr Parkinson be the representative on this body.
13. MEMBERSHIP OF THE TOWN COUNCIL COMMITTEES

To agree the membership of each committee.

Administration & Human Resources Committee -A Ball, J Biss, J Coombs, S Coombs, I Parkinson, S Marshall, A Shipley A Turner,
Commercial Services Committee – A Ball, J Coombs, S Coombs, A Cross, I Parkinson, S Marshall

Events & Public Relations Committee – A Ball, J Biss, C Campbell, A Cross, A Frost, S Marshall, A Shipley
Finance Committee – Chairman Cllr S Coombs.           
Planning Committee – Cllrs A Ball, J Biss, C Campbell, J Coombs, S Coombs, A Cross, A Shipley
Town Committee – A Ball, J Biss, C Campbell, J Coombs, S Coombs, A Cross, A Frost, G Hall, S Marshall, A Shipley, A Turner
Resolved: Council agreed the membership of Committees for 2023/2024
14. FINANCE
a)  Cllr S Coombs proposed to approve the recommendation from the Finance Committee to approve Effectiveness of the Internal Audit review.










Page 20/23
Seconded by Cllr J Coombs
Resolved: To approve the recommendation from the Finance Committee to approve the Effectiveness of the Internal Audit review.









JM
b) The Town Council noted the report from the Internal Auditor for 2022/2023. He found the accounts and systems to be in good order, well run and had no criticisms to make.



c) The Town Council acknowledged the updated Asset Register for 2023.
d) Cllr Turner proposed to approve payment to Zurich Municipal for the annual Insurance premium at £ 7,525.01.
Seconded by Cllr S Coombs.
Resolved: To approve payment to Zurich Municipal for the annual Insurance premium at £ 7,525.01.     JM
15. AUDIT

a) The Town Council RESOLVED to agree the Annual Governance Statement 2022/2023. (Section 1 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR). 

b) The Town Council agreed that the Annual Governance Statement be signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.

c) The members considered the Accounting Statements.

The Town Council RESOLVED to agree the Accounting Statements 2022/2023. (Section 2 of the AGAR).

d) The Town Council agreed that the Accounting Statements 2022/2023 be signed by the Chairman. They had already been signed by the Responsible Financial Officer (RFO).
e) The Town Council RESOLVED to adopt the public inspection period for the 2022/2023 accounts of 5th June 2023 to 14th July 2023.
Cllr Rampin joined the meeting at 7.22pm.

16. SIGNATORIES FOR 2023/2024
The Clerk advised that 2 signatories were required for each transaction.
Cllr Biss proposed that the 4 existing Councillors to continue as signatories for 2023/2024.
Seconded by Cllr    Marshall.
Resolved: 4 existing Councillors to continue as signatories for 2023/2024
17. INSURANCE POLICY 2023/2024
Cllr Ball proposed to approve the recommendation from the Finance Committee to approve the Insurance Policy 2023/2024.
Seconded by Cllr S Coombs.
Resolved: To approve the recommendation from the Finance Committee to approve the Insurance Policy 2023/2024
18. VARIABLE DIRECT DEBITS AND STANDING ORDERS

Cllr Marshall proposed the use of variable direct debits and standing orders for payments as per the Financial Regulations. 
Seconded by Cllr Campbell.
Resolved: To approve the use of variable direct debits and standing orders for payments as per the Financial Regulations. 











19. CORRESPONDENCE
An email has been received from the Warden and Clerk to the Trustees at the set of Almshouses in Princes Risborough 
The Warden would like to meet informally with members of the Town Council to discuss the current state of the almshouses and possible redevelopment and plans for the future.

All present agreed for Cllrs Ball, Shipley, Parkinson and the Clerk to meet the Warden informally to listen to his proposals.
The office is requested to arrange the meeting.






JM
An application to apply to plant trees has been received from Buckinghamshire Council
The Climate Response Team is currently promoting the Local Authority Treescapes Fund and invites the Town Council to make an application. 
Noted.








20. LOCAL PLAN AND LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN
The Planning Committee were unable to submit comments and advised for each Councillor to individually submit their own comments as residents.
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21. PRESENTATION FROM THE FIRE SERVICE
Cllr Marshall proposed to invite the Fire Service to make a presentation on their plans for dealing with fires this summer in the woodlands in the surrounding area.
Seconded by Cllr Ball.
Resolved: To invite the Fire Service to make a presentation on their plans for dealing with fires this summer in the woodlands in the surrounding area. The office is requested to arrange the presentation.          JM  
22. MEETING DATES
All present agreed for the meetings to continue to be held monthly except in December.
With effect from February the meetings to be held in the Wades Centre.
23. ANNUAL TOWN MEETING DATE 2024
Cllr Ball proposed the 16th April 2024 for the Annual Town meeting.
Seconded by Cllr Biss.
Resolved: The Annual Town meeting to be held on the 16th April 2024.
                     


 
24. TASK & FINISH GROUPS
Reports from the Quarter 1 Task & Finish Groups

a) Wades Centre Phase 2 
Cllr Ball and The Clerk updated the members regarding the storage at the Wades Centre and the preparation for the start of the refurbishment and extension.
b) Solar Panels  

The Clerk updated the members that the project is progressing and is on schedule. The next stage will be to receive the tender analysis to enable the Council to make an informed decision on the preferred supplier.
c) Stratton Memorial Garden Phase 2

Cllr Turner updated the members that quotations are still awaited from two contractors.

The Maintenance Team has started to prepare the land.
25. VIREMENT FROM RESERVES
Cllr Turner proposed to approve the viring of £ 750.00 from reserves to cover the installation costs of a new flag pole at Duke St Gardens.
Seconded by Cllr Shipley.
Resolved: To vire £ 750.00 from reserves to cover the installation costs of a new flag pole at Duke St Gardens.
26. TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR COMMITTEES

Cllr Ball proposed to approve that each committee reviews its Terms of Reference for recommendation to the Town Council.
Seconded by Cllr J Coombs.
Resolved: To approve that each committee reviews its Terms of Reference for recommendation to the Town Council.





JM
27.SKATE PARK
Cllr Marshall proposed to meet with a resident with Cllr Shipley to listen to a resident’s request for an upgraded or new skate park at the KGV Park.
Seconded by Cllr Turner.
All present agreed.








SM/AS
28. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

To approve the Annual Town Meeting minutes

To discuss and decide on whether to apply for match funding to the North West Chilterns Community Board for Archer strips on A4010. (Cllr Frost)                                                                                                                                                        To discuss and decide on whether to make an application for funding to the Heart of Bucks Green Community Fund for installation of solar panels at the Wades Centre.
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29. TO PASS A RESOLUTION TO EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC AND PRESS IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 1(2) OF THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 DISCUSS AND DECIDE ON THE LEGAL MATTERS, FINANCIAL MATTERS AND THE PREFERRED CONTRACTOR TO SUPPLY AND FIT A NEW FLAGPOLE ON DUKE STREET GARDENS
Cllr S Coombs proposed to pass a resolution to exclude the public and press in accordance with section 1(2) of the public bodies (admission to meetings) act 1960. 

Seconded by Cllr Shipley.
Resolved: in accordance with section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded on the grounds of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted which involves the likely disclosure of exempt information.
Legal Matters – Monks Risborough War Memorial
A signed declaration is required to confirm Princes Risborough Town Council’s ownership of The Monks Risborough War Memorial.

Cllr Ball proposed for Cllr Turner to sign the statutory declaration on behalf of the Princes Risborough Town Council.

Seconded by Cllr S Coombs.
Resolved: For Cllr Turner to sign the statutory declaration on behalf of the Princes Risborough Town Council. CH
Legal Matters - 39 High St

Cllr Biss proposed to approve for the Clerk to instruct solicitors and obtain trade and bank references of the potential 
company that the current lease holder wishes to assign the lease to.

Seconded by Cllr Parkinson.

Resolved: For the Clerk to instruct solicitors and obtain trade and bank references of the potential 

company that the current lease holder wishes to assign the lease to.



SB





Flagpole Duke St Gardens
The Clerk presented 3 quotations to supply and fit a new flag pole
1. £ 2,066.00 + vat

2. £ 1,397.73 + vat

3. £ 2,553.55 + vat
Cllr Ball proposed to approve the recommendation from the Town Committee to approve quotation No 2.

Seconded by Cllr Marshall.
Resolved: To approve the recommendation from the Town Committee to approve quotation No 2.  KP
Financial Matters

Cllr Ball proposed to waive the fees for an Interment at the Stratton Memorial Garden.
Seconded by Cllr Biss.
Resolved: To waive the fees for an Interment at the Stratton Memorial Garden.
Cllr Ball proposed to waive the rules and regulations to allow a space for an Interment for the benefactor of the land that was donated to enable the Stratton Memorial Garden to be developed.
Seconded by Cllr Campbell.

Resolved: To waive the rules and regulations to allow a space for an Interment for the benefactor of the land that was donated to enable the Stratton Memorial Garden to be developed.

All present agreed for Cllr Turner and Jayne Mylchreest to meet with the Executor to identify an acceptable space.










30. DATE OF NEXT MEETING.                                                                                                                                                   The next meeting of the Town Council will take place on Tuesday 27th June 2023 at 7pm. to be held at The Princes Centre, Clifford Road, Princes Risborough.   
The Meeting closed at 8.02pm.
Chairman................................................... Date...................................... Page23/22                                                                         

