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PRINCES RISBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL

HELD ON TUESDAY 28TH FEBRUARY 2023 AT THE PRINCES CENTRE, CLIFFORD ROAD, PRINCES RISBOROUGH
AT 7.00 PM
PRESENT

Cllr A Ball – Chair
Cllrs J Biss, C Campbell, J Coombs, S Coombs, A Cross, A Frost, G Hall S Marshall I Parkinson, J Rampin, A Shipley, A Turner
Susanne Barter – Clerk to the Town Council
Kirsty Pope – Deputy Clerk
Cate Holloway – Administration Support Officer
Buckinghamshire Cllr M Walsh
 1 member of the public
THE TOWN COUNCIL PRAYER

1. TO RECEIVE AND NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

The Town Clerk reported that no apologies had been received.
2. MINUTES OF MEETING OF FULL COUNCIL HELD ON 7TH FEBRUARY 2023
Resolved: To agree and sign as a correct record the minutes of the Town Council meeting on the 7TH February 2023 
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members were asked to declare any pecuniary or non-pecuniary declarations of interest and the nature of that interest which they may have in any of the items under consideration at this meeting.
None were declared.

4. PUBLIC FORUM
No member of the public wished to speak.
5. A REPORT FROM THAMES VALLEY POLICE
Sgt Brixey sent his apologies that he was not able to attend.  The office will request a report to be forwarded together with a request for an update on current staffing in the town.







JM
6. PRESENTATION FROM THE CLOUDY FOUNDATION
David Hall and Ron Overton presented an overview of the Cloudy Foundation’s work that provides experience of working in the IT sector for young people aged between 13 – 23 years old.
7. A REPORT FROM BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCILLORS ON MATTERS CONCERNING PRINCES RISBOROUGH
Cllr Walsh gave an update on road repairs, cleaning of bollards, a drainage issue and anti-idling signage.
8. COUNCIL COMMITTEES HELD
To receive and note the minutes of: - 

Commercial Services Committee 24th January 2023 and 14th February 2023 (draft)

Events & PR Committee 24th January 2023  and 14th February  2023 (draft)

Finance Committee 31st January 2023 (draft)

Planning Committee 7th February 2023 (draft) 

Town Committee 7th February 2023 (draft)

Admin & HR Committee 7th February 2023 (draft)
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Resolved: The Committee minutes listed above be received and noted.











9. CORRESPONDENCE
None was received.
10. TASK & FINISH GROUPS
Reports from the Quarter 1 Task & Finish Groups
a) Wades Centre Phase 2 
A preferred contractor to undertake building work to be discussed and decided in the confidential session at the end of the meeting.
b) Neighbourhood Plan 
Cllr Cross reported that a decision on the Neighbourhood Area Designation is awaited from Buckinghamshire Council as well as a request for a specification to conduct a scoping exercise for consultants.  The group were looking at the Design Code framework and Town & Country Planning Association to inform their investigations.

Cllr A Turner wished it to be recorded that he considered work on a Neighbourhood Plan for Princes Risborough is a waste of time and resources whilst the Buckinghamshire Council’s Local Plan is in preparation.

c) Stratton Memorial Garden Phase 2
Cllr Frost reported that a meeting with a contractor had taken place to obtain a specification for use when seeking quotations from building contractors for the creation of pathways as part of Phase 2.
11. FINANCE
a) Cllr Ball proposed to approve an invoice from SSE for energy supplied to the Wades Centre for £16,817.71
Seconded by Cllr S Coombs.
Resolved: To approve an invoice from SSE for energy supplied to the Wades Centre for £16,817.71.
JM
b) Cllr S Coombs proposed to approve the recommendation from the Finance Committee to approve the LGPS Discretionary Policy

Seconded by Cllr Biss.
Resolved: To approve the recommendation from the Finance Committee to approve the LGPS Discretionary Policy.













JM

c) The members had received detailed income and expenditure budget reports to date which were circulated to the members in advance of the meeting. Noted by the members.
12. INTERNAL AUDITOR FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2023/2024

Cllr Ball proposed to approve the recommendation from the Finance Committee to approve the appointment of Ernest Newhouse as the Internal Auditor for the 2022/2023 financial year.

Seconded by Cllr S Coombs.
Resolved: To approve the recommendation from the Finance Committee to approve the appointment of Ernest Newhouse as the Internal Auditor for the 2022/2023 financial year.




            SB
13. COUNCILLOR EXPENSES
Cllr Turner proposed to approve the recommendation from the Admin & HR Committee that if a Councillor wishes to receive the £200 p.a. expenses, it can be used for additional training courses or other council related expenses. 

Councillors cannot expect to use the office to print their paperwork whilst claiming their allowance.

Seconded by Cllr Biss
Resolved: that if a Councillor wishes to receive the £200 p.a. expenses, it can be used for additional training courses or other council related expenses. Councillors cannot expect to use the office to print their paperwork whilst claiming their allowance.









ALL
14. BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL CLIMATE CHANGE TEAM
Cllr Marshall proposed to arrange a meeting with the Buckinghamshire Council Climate Change Stakeholder Liaison Officer to discuss how the Town Council can engage in useful partnership with Buckinghamshire Council to mitigate and adapt to climate change.

Seconded by Cllr Rampin
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Resolved: to arrange a meeting with the Buckinghamshire Council Climate Change Stakeholder Liaison Officer to discuss how the Town Council can engage in useful partnership with Buckinghamshire Council to mitigate and adapt to climate change.
  
Cllrs wishing to participate in this meeting include: Cllrs Rampin, Campbell, Cross, Marshall, Shipley and Ball. 










                        SM/JR/CC/AC/AS/AB
15. BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL HEAD OF COMMUNITY SAFETY
Cllr Marshall proposed to invite the Buckinghamshire Council Head of Community Safety to attend a Town Council meeting to speak about community safety.
Seconded by Cllr Frost
Resolved: to invite the Buckinghamshire Council Head of Community Safety to attend a Town Council meeting to speak about community safety.







           JM
16. LOCAL PLAN: Settlement Review of all Towns and Parishes within the Council area.
The Planning committee had been unable to compile a response from all members of the committee in time to meet the deadline of 28 February 2023.


Cllr Turner wished it to be recorded that he abstained from the discussion and vote
a) Cllr Ball proposed that as the Planning Committee’s response was incomplete no report be sent to Buckinghamshire Council.
Seconded by Cllr Cross.
Resolved: that as the Planning Committee’s response was incomplete no report be sent to Buckinghamshire Council.












           

JM
Cllr Turner wished it to be recorded that he abstained from the discussion and vote
b) Cllr Marshall proposed that the Planning Committee prepare a response for recommendation to the Town Council
Seconded by Cllr Ball.  
Resolved: that the Planning Committee prepare a response for recommendation to the Town Council.    JB/JM
17. TO PASS A RESOLUTION TO EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC AND PRESS IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 1(2) OF THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 TO                                                                                                                                     a) DISCUSS AND DECIDE ON NOMINATIONS FOR THE CITIZENS AWARDS
b) APPOINTMENT OF THE PREFERRED CONTRACTOR FOR THE WADES CENTRE PHASE 2 EXTENSION AND REFURBISHMENT
Cllr J Coombs proposed to pass a resolution to exclude the public and press in accordance with section 1(2) of the public bodies (admission to meetings) act 1960. 

Seconded by Cllr Turner.









Resolved: in accordance with section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded on the grounds of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted which involves the likely disclosure of exempt information.

a) Awards
Business of the Year Award
Cllr J Coombs proposed Wainwright & Sons
Seconded by Cllr Hall
Resolved: to award Business of the Year to Wainwright & Sons 



S Boyle
Citizen of the Year Award
Cllr Ball proposed Rev David Williams
Seconded by Cllr Turner
Resolved: to award Citizen of the Year to Rev David Williams



S Boyle
Organisation of the Year Award
Cllr Ball proposed Ukraine to Chilterns
Seconded by Cllr Turner.  Cllr Cross declared an interest and abstained from discussion and vote

Resolved: to award Organisation of the Year Award to Ukraine to Chilterns


S Boyle
Young Citizen of the Year Award

Deferred to next meeting, awaiting recommendations.
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b) Contractor for the Wades Centre Phase 2 Extension and Refurbishment
Cllr Ball informed the members that three tenders had been shortlisted. A report from the architect who had conducted further interviews to scrutinise their figures and ascertain their suitability to carry out such a project had been previously circulated to the members.









Cllr Ball proposed Contractor number 5 is appointed as the contractor for the Wades Centre Phase 2 Extension and Refurbishment.
Seconded by Cllr Hall.
Resolved to appoint Contractor number 5 as the contractor for the Wades Centre Phase 2 Extension and Refurbishment.











SB
The office is requested to ask that the Architect contact updates the details on the Contract Finders website and advises the unsuccessful applicants.   










SB
18. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

Young Citizen of the Year Award recommendations

Report from the Planning Committee on the Local Plan

19. DATE OF NEXT MEETING.                                                                                                                                                   The next meeting of the Town Council will take place on Tuesday 28th March 2023 at 7.00pm. to be held at The Princes Centre, Clifford Road, Princes Risborough. The Meeting closed at 8.30 pm.
Chairman................................................... Date...................................... ……………………………Page10/23

