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PRINCES RISBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL

HELD ON TUESDAY 31ST MAY 2022 AT THE PRINCES CENTRE, CLIFFORD ROAD, PRINCES RISBOROUGH
AT 7.00 PM
PRESENT

Cllr A Ball – Chairman
Cllrs J Coombs, S Coombs, A Turner, A Shipley, I Parkinson, C Campbell, J Rampin, J Biss, A Frost, S Marshall, M Roberts
Susanne Barter–Clerk to the Town Council
Jayne Mylchreest – Administration Officer
12 members of the public
THE TOWN COUNCIL PRAYER

1. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN/TOWN MAYOR
To elect the Chairman/Town Mayor 

Cllr Turner proposed Cllr Ball
Seconded by Cllr J Coombs
Cllr Frost counter proposed Cllr Marshall

Seconded by Cllr Campbell
A vote was taken with 6 votes in favour and 6 against. Chairman Cllr Ball used his casting vote to vote against the proposal.
A vote was taken on Cllr Turner’s proposal to elect Cllr Ball and the motion was carried with a majority.
Resolved: That Cllr Ball be duly elected Chairman and Town Mayor for the year 2022/2023

Cllr Ball in the Chair.
2. TO RECEIVE THE CHAIRMAN’S DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE
The Town Chairman signed the Declaration of the Acceptance of Office before the Town Clerk and Proper Officer of the Council.
3. TO RECEIVE AND NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

The Town Clerk reported that no apologies had been received.
No apologies were received from Cllr Hall.
4. MINUTES OF MEETING OF FULL COUNCIL HELD ON 26th APRIL 2022 AND THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING HELD ON THE 12TH April 2022.
Resolved: To agree and sign as a correct record the minutes of the Town Council meeting on the 26TH April 2022 and the Annual Town meeting on the 12th April 2022.
5. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members were asked to declare any pecuniary or non-pecuniary declarations of interest and the nature of that interest which they may have in any of the items under consideration at this meeting.
Cllrs Parkinson, Campbell and Marshall declared a non -pecuniary interest in Agenda item Nos 24 and 25 as members of the Risborough Environmental Group and Risborough Climate Action Now groups.
Cllr Rampin declared a pecuniary interest in Agenda item No 25 as an employee of Earthwatch.
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6. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN/DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR

To elect the Vice Chairman/Deputy Town Mayor

Cllr Turner proposed Cllr Biss
Seconded by Cllr S Coombs
Cllr Rampin counter proposed Cllr Marshall

Seconded by Cllr Frost

A vote was taken with 6 votes in favour and 6 against. Chairman Cllr Ball used his casting vote to vote against the proposal.
A vote was taken on Cllr Turner’s proposal to elect Cllr Biss with 6 votes in favour and 6 against. Chairman Cllr Ball used his casting vote to vote for the proposal. 

Resolved: Cllr Biss be duly elected Deputy Chairman and Deputy Town Mayor for the year 2022/2023
7. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN OF FINANCE

Cllr Turner proposed Cllr S Coombs
Seconded by Cllr Frost
A vote was taken. All present agreed

Resolved: Cllr S Coombs be duly elected Chairman of Finance for the year 2022/2023
8. PUBLIC FORUM
A member of the Whiteleaf and Cadsen Residents Association addressed the members on Agenda item No 25 Tiny Forest.
A member of Risborough Rangers Junior Football Club addressed the members on Agenda item No 25 Tiny Forest. 
9. A REPORT FROM THAMES VALLEY POLICE
Thames Valley Police were unable to attend but sent the following report: -
TVP are currently looking into many reports of alleged harassment, public order offences and malicious communications between a group of youths mostly via social media in the town that is out of control and partially spilled out into the streets on occasions. This same group is involved in Anti-Social Behaviour around the town centre.

It is believed that complaints have been made by residents about this ongoing situation and the Superintendent at Wycombe is looking at options for additional resources to assist whilst an Officer is busy investigating the many crimes already reported. 

The main issue is poor parenting.

An interview is being carried out this afternoon and a file is being submitted which is why an Officer is not able to attend this evening.

There was an armed robbery in the Coop on the 6th May – both suspects were identified quickly as a result of a stop check that was carried out on them the week before following a report of shoplifting. Both have been charged and are awaiting sentence.
10. A REPORT FROM BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCILLORS ON MATTERS CONCERNING PRINCES RISBOROUGH
Cllr Turner gave an update on 
· Press releases
· Government draft Planning proposals 

· New Local Plan

· Aylesbury Road footway repairs
11. COUNCIL COMMITTEES HELD
Planning Committee 3rd May 2022 (draft)
Town Committee 3rd May 2022 (draft)

Finance Committee 26th April 2022 (draft)

Events/PR Committee 10th May 2022 (draft)
Commercial Services Committee 10th May 2022 (draft)

Admin & HR Committee 10th May 2022 (draft)
Resolved: The Committee minutes listed above be received and noted.







12. APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES
Resolved: The following Councillors are representatives of the Town Council on the External Bodies listed
NWCAF –It was duly agreed that Cllr Ball be the representative on this body.                                                            
Rural Forum – It was duly agreed that Cllr Rampin be the representative on this body                                                           

Youth Club – It was duly agreed that Cllr Frost be the representative on this body. 
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REG - It was duly agreed that Cllr Parkinson be the representative on this body. 

RCAN - It was duly agreed that Cllr Parkinson be the representative on this body.
13. MEMBERSHIP OF THE TOWN COUNCIL COMMITTEES

To agree the membership of each committee.
Planning Committee - Cllrs J Coombs, S Coombs, C Campbell, J Rampin, A Ball, J Biss
Events & Public Relations Committee – Cllrs A Ball, J Coombs, A Frost, J Biss, S Marshall, S Coombs, C Campbell, A Shipley, J Rampin
Administration and Human Resources Committee – Cllrs, A Ball, J Coombs, A Turner, J Biss, S Coombs, I Parkinson, J Rampin, S Marshall
Town Committee – J Coombs, A Turner, A Ball, J Biss, A Frost, S Coombs, S Marshall, A Shipley, C Campbell, 
Finance Committee – Chairman Cllr S Coombs. To be advised.
Commercial Services Committee – I Parkinson, S Marshall, J Coombs, S Coombs, A Ball, A Turner

Economic Regeneration (Suspended)
Resolved: Council agreed the membership of Committees for 2022/2023
14. FINANCE
a)  Cllr Parkinson proposed to approve the recommendation from the Finance Committee to approve the Reserves Policy 2022
Seconded by Cllr S Coombs.
Resolved: To approve the recommendation from the Finance Committee to approve the Reserves Policy 2022

b) Cllr Turner proposed to approve the recommendation from the Finance Committee to approve the Effectiveness of the Internal Audit Review
Seconded by Cllr J Coombs.
Resolved: To approve the recommendation from the Finance Committee to approve the Effectiveness of the Internal Audit Review
c) The Town Council noted the report from the Internal Auditor for 2021/2022. He found the accounts and systems to be in good order, well run and had no criticisms to make.



d) The Town Council acknowledged the updated Asset Register for 2022.
15. AUDIT

a) The Town Council RESOLVED to agree the Annual Governance Statement 2021/2022. (Section 1 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR). 

b) The Town Council agreed that the Annual Governance Statement be signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.

c) The members considered the Accounting Statements.

The Town Council RESOLVED to agree the Accounting Statements 2021/2022. (Section 2 of the AGAR).

d) The Town Council agreed that the Accounting Statements 2021/2022 be signed by the Chairman. They had already been signed by the Responsible Financial Officer (RFO)

e) The Town Council RESOLVED to adopt the public inspection period for the 2021/2022 accounts of 13th June 2022 to 22nd July 2022
16. SIGNATORIES FOR 2022/2023

The Clerk advised that 2 signatories were required for each transaction.
Cllr Ball proposed that the 5 existing Councillors to continue as signatories for 2022/2023

Seconded by Cllr S Coombs.   
Resolved: 5 existing Councillors to continue as signatories for 2022/2023   
17. INSURANCE POLICY 2022/2023

Cllr Parkinson proposed to approve the recommendation from the Finance Committee to approve the Insurance Policy 2022/2023

Seconded by Cllr J Coombs.
Resolved: To approve the recommendation from the Finance Committee to approve the Insurance Policy 2022/2023

18. VARIABLE DIRECT DEBITS AND STANDING ORDERS

Cllr Turner proposed the use of variable direct debits and standing orders for payments as per the Financial Regulations 
Seconded by Cllr S Coombs
Resolved: To approve the use of variable direct debits and standing orders for payments as per the Financial Regulations 
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19. CORRESPONDENCE
An email has been received from the Whiteleaf and Cadsen Residents Association (WCRA) regarding the Monks Risborough Parochial Charities (MRPC)
The WCRA request a link to enable better communications between Princes Risborough Town Council and the MRPC.
All present agreed to reply that all enquiries regarding the charities are to be directed to the Charities Commission. JM
An email has been received regarding the Princes Risborough Town Council’s involvement with the MRPC
A resident has concerns regarding the Town Council’s involvement with the MRPC
All present agreed to reply that all enquiries regarding the charities are to be directed to the Charities Commission. JM
A request to park a food vendor van outside the Brushwood Suite has been received.
A Brushwood Suite hirer has requested permission for access to Wades Park playing field to drive their food van onto the field to park outside the Brushwood Suite to serve food from approximately 4pm-9pm on the day that they are hiring the Brushwood Suite. This will be used as part of the catering for their wedding. 
All present agreed to approve the request on the understanding that all litter must be cleared from the site.             TC 
20. JUBILEE FLAG
Cllr J Coombs proposed to fly the Jubilee Flag from the 1st -6th June 2022.
Seconded by Cllr Ball.

Resolved: To fly the Jubilee Flag from the 1st -6th June 2022.
21. MANAGING THE ONGOING RISK OF COVID-19 POLICY

Cllr Turner proposed to approve the recommendation from the Admin & HR Committee to approve the Managing the Ongoing Risk of Covid-19 Policy.

Seconded by Cllr J Coombs.
Resolved: To approve The Managing the Ongoing Risk of Covid-19 Policy.




SB/JM
22. ANNUAL TOWN MEETING DATE 2023

Cllr Ball proposed the 18th April 2022 for the Annual Town meeting in 2023. 
Seconded by Cllr Turner
Resolved: The Annual Town meeting to be held on the 18th April 2023
                     


 JM
23. TASK & FINISH GROUPS
a) Local Devolution Agreement
Cllr Ball updated the members on costings for the next meeting and Cllr Marshall informed the members on the survey being discussed.













b) Changing Place Toilet
Cllr Shipley updated the members on potential funding opportunities.

c) Queens Green Canopy
Cllr Marshall updated the members on suggested sites.
Cllrs Parkinson, Campbell and Marshall declared a non -pecuniary interest
24.CLIMATE EMERGENCY STATEMENT
A statement had been previously circulated for the Councillors consideration to be placed on the Princes Risborough Town Council website.
Cllr Parkinson proposed to approve the statement.

Seconded by Cllr Rampin.

Resolved: To approve the statement to be placed on the Town Council website.



KP
Cllrs Parkinson, Campbell and Marshall declared a non -pecuniary interest.
Cllr Rampin declared a pecuniary interest and left the meeting.

25. TINY FOREST IN PRINCES RISBOROUGH

Cllr Marshall updated the members on potential locations in Princes Risborough for a Tiny Forest and proposed that a Tiny Forest is located in the KGV park.
Seconded by Cllr Frost.

A vote was taken with 4 votes in favour and 6 against, therefore the motion was defeated.
All present agreed to delegate this item to the Green Canopy Task & Finish Group and to report back to the next Town Council meeting in June.
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Cllr Rampin re-joined the meeting.

26. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

To be advised.
27. TO PASS A RESOLUTION TO EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC AND PRESS IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 1(2) OF THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 DISCUSS AND DECIDE ON THE PREFERRED SUPLLIER FOR THE FENCE AT THE BRUSHWOOD SUITE
Cllr S Coombs proposed to pass a resolution to exclude the public and press in accordance with section 1(2) of the public bodies (admission to meetings) act 1960. 

Seconded by Cllr Biss
Resolved: in accordance with section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded on the grounds of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted which involves the likely disclosure of exempt information.

The Clerk was only able to present one quotation for a fence at the Brushwood Suite as two other suppliers were unable to quote.
All present agreed to defer to the Commercial Services Committee as more information is required and to enable the office to request further quotations.









KP











28. DATE OF NEXT MEETING.                                                                                                                                                   The next meeting of the Town Council will take place on Tuesday 28th June 2022 at 7pm. to be held at The Princes Centre, Clifford Road, Princes Risborough.   
The Meeting closed at 8.34pm.
Chairman................................................... Date...................................... Page 23/22                                                                         

