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PRINCES RISBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE TOWN COMMITTEE
HELD ON TUESDAY 9TH JANUARY 2024 AT 7.00PM 
AT THE PRINCES CENTRE, CLIFFORD ROAD, PRINCES RISBOROUGH
PRESENT
Chair S Marshall, Cllrs A Ball, J Biss, S Coombs, A Cross, A Frost, A Shipley, A Turner
In attendance 
Kirsty Pope- Deputy Clerk

Jayne Mylchreest – Administration Officer
Mark Roberts – Estates Manager 
No members of the public   
1. TO RECEIVE AND NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
The Clerk reported that no apologies had been received
No apologies had been received from Cllr Hall.
2. MINUTES 
To agree the minutes of the Town Committee meeting held on the 3rd October 2023 be signed as a true record. 

RESOLVED: To agree the amended minutes of the Town Committee meeting held on the 3rd October 2023 be signed as a true record. 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
Members were asked to declare any pecuniary or non-pecuniary declarations of interest and any relevant dispensations. 
None were declared.
4. PUBLIC FORUM 
No members of the public were present.
5. RESPONSES TO CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED AT THE TOWN COMMITTEE
An application for a memorial stone at the Stratton Memorial Garden has been received
An application for a memorial stone at the Stratton Memorial Garden has been received.
Cllr Marshall proposed to approve the application.

Seconded by Cllr Turner.
Resolved: To approve the application.


JM

An email has been received regarding play equipment at Wades Park

A resident would like to see the play equipment at Wades Park upgraded.
All present agreed to reply that the Town Council is aware that the play equipment is in need of an upgrade in the parish but funds are not available in the next financial year, however fundraising options are being investigated and using CIL monies is being considered.



JM/KP
It was further agreed that the Chair of the Town Council Cllr Ball will write a statement explaining the budget restraints in the current financial climate to be published on the website, social media, and in the next publication of Crosstalk.



AB/KP/S Boyle
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An email has been received regarding suggestions for the town
A resident has asked for a bench at Pyrtle Springs, the Pudding Stone wording replaced and a table tennis table in Wades Park
All present agreed to reply that Pyrtle Springs is on private land and the Town Council is investigating fundraising options for play equipment and the signage at the Pudding Stone will be reviewed.
JM/KP/MR
6. REPORT FROM MARK ROBERTS ESTATES MANAGER 
Please see the report attached. (Appendix 1)                                                                         
7. TOWN MATTERS INCLUDING RISK ASSESSMENT REPORT
a) No high-priority areas are highlighted in the Town Risk Assessment Report.
Nothing to report.
b) Speedwatch – Cllr Frost reported that the initiative has restarted after the Christmas break.
8. A REPORT ON THE STRATTON MEMORIAL GARDEN INCLUDING A RISK ASSESSMENT REPORT
Nothing to report.
9. A REPORT ON THE PARKS, INCLUDING A RISK ASSESSMENT REPORT, AND A DECISION ON ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN.
Dogs off leads in the parks
All present agreed for the office to liaise with the Buckinghamshire Council (BC) Community Safety team to investigate the option of a Public Spaces Protection Order that can be enforced by BC and the police.      KP
Wades Park 
There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report.                                                                                  Nothing to report. 
St Dunstan’s Park
There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report.
Earle Mitchell Park                                           

There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report.
               

Nothing to report.
King George V Park                                                                                                                 
There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report. 
Nothing to report.
The Crescent Park.  
There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report.

Nothing to report.
Kite Meadows
There were no priority items in the Risk Assessment Report.
Nothing to report.       
                   
10. A REPORT ON THE THURSDAY MARKET 
 Nothing to report
11. COMMITTEE BUDGET

The committee members had received detailed income and expenditure reports to date which were circulated to the members in advance of the meeting.

Noted by the members.

12. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
To be advised.









Page 2/24
13. TO PASS A RESOLUTION TO EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC AND PRESS IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 1(2) OF THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 TO DISCUSS AND DECIDE ON THE PREFERRED CONTRACTOR FOR A NEW MOWER
Cllr Turner proposed to pass a resolution to exclude the public and press in accordance with section 1(2) of the public bodies (admission to meetings) act 1960. 
Seconded by Cllr Biss.
Resolved: in accordance with section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded on the grounds of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted which involves the likely disclosure of exempt information.

The Deputy Clerk presented 3 quotations
1. £ 1,167.67 + vat
2. £ 1,359.00 + vat
3. £ 1,485.00 + vat
Cllr Turner proposed to approve quotation No 1.
Seconded by Cllr Biss.
Resolved: To approve quotation No 1.





KP

Cllr Turner left the meeting at 7.43pm

14. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The date of the next meeting of the Town Committee will be held on the 6th February 2024 at 7.00 pm and               
will be held at the Princes Centre, Princes Risborough, Buckinghamshire.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.43 pm.
Chairman………………………………………
Date ………………………… Page 3/24
Appendix 1   Estate Managers report 9/01/24
One of the larger projects we have been working hard on over the last couple of months is the bin stores being moved at Wades Park. This has taken some time due to the wet weather we have had but we are about to lay the concrete and should have the bins and the sheds moved by the end of next week.

Our winter schedule now dominates our work schedule as well, we have also been doing a lot of work up at Stopps Orchard. This involves clearing the leaves that are killing the grass and also cutting back the hedges and bushes. The waste from all our clearance projects is being taken to High Heavens recycling centre. Organising for us to use this site, free of charge, has saved us a lot of money. Each visit would have cost a commercial user between £80 and £100 and we have probably visited the site at least six times so far.

We have been short staffed during December, and will be for the whole of January. This is due to a staff member being off sick for this period but they are due to return at the end of the month, and we will hopefully have a new member starting at the beginning of February. These shortages have not helped our cause and it has meant that productivity has slowed but hopefully this will change over the coming months.

SMG phase 2 – work has now been completed to put new paths in place, it is looking good and ready for the expansion of our burial plots. We are working to keep the site clear of leaves and will start more maintenance, dropped graves, untidy beds, etc., over the coming months.

Conifer trees in St. Mary’s grave yard –   topping them out is not an option, this would kill the trees. I will tidy up the lower trees and bushes on our side of the fence, which will help improve appearance but not the sunlight. I’m not sure that it will be such an issue in the summer months as the sun rises much higher in the sky.

